








Taylor said.

She is also excited
about the club estab-
lishing a library with
items being catalogued
as members search for
the appropriate loca-
tion to house it.

Henry Pittman, also
a director emeritus,
said the local club
became affiliated with
the national organiza-
tion in 1953, after first
being dubbed the “dirt
daubers.”

Pittman gives Ezell
credit for working
tirelessly to beautify
Spartanburg well before
today's Spot of Pride
project was conceived.

Pittman has docu-
mented  the  club’s
progress over the years

Want to dig in?

The club meets on the
third Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. in the
community room of the
Arts Center on South Spring
Street.

Dues are $35 annually
for individuals and $45 for
househalds.

For more information

with a folder filled with
documents that detail
litter pickup, crape
myrtle selection and
maintenance, landscape
evaluation and kudzu control.

Hatcher Garden and Woodland Preserve is a major re-
cipient of the club’s assistance and members’ labor of love.

The club has contributed over $55,000 to developing the
garden and preserve and for several years has given $3,000
annually for maintenance.

Pittman said members also contributed to and maintain
a large Spot of Pride in memory of Ezell on the west side of
town and another on the east side in memory of former club
president Claude Sherrill.

Plant sales in the spring and fall have supported the
club’s finances since 1975,

And tree projects on I-85, North Pine Street and Highway
221 were initiated and received state and federal assistance,
Pittman said.

Club members are also friends of the crape myrtle tree,

As advocates, they emphasize proper maintenance of
crape myrtle trees, in an effort to stop “crape murder,” or
over-pruning and destroying the natural beauty of the tree's
shape.

The club is dedicated to its goal of continuing to make
the Spartanburg area more beautiful.

“We want to live up to that reputation,” Lineberger said.

The motivation is inspired by a poem Ezell borrowed
before his death from Dorothy Frances Gurney and used on
the cover of his booklet, “Carolina Garden Guide.”

“The kiss of sun for pardon, the song of the birds for
mirth. One is nearer God's heart in a garden, than anywhere
else on earth,” Gurney wrote. 4

on the Spartanburg
Men's Garden Club, call
Henry Pittman at 579-0532.





