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5 - TREESCAPING IN CITY AND COUNTY

Spet of Pride

Comments
R sprasentative Seott Tally
Seuith Careling | sgis{atire
Comments
Ld Wilde
Spartanburg Men's Garden Club
Clesing Prayer of Dedication

Evepstte Linsbarger
Immediate Past President. Men's Garden Club

Please stay awhile for visiting and Light refreshment.

During 2008, multiple volunteers of the Club, under the leadership of Club President Ed
Wilde and Tree Chairman Charles Crescenzi, provided selective pruning to the trees. Spot
of Pride, under the new leadership of Kurt Zimmerli, and with a generous donation from
Mrs. Hans Balmer, arranged valuable professional maintenance of the shoulder treescape in
early 2009. Good cooperation between the Club and the Spot of Pride leaders will be
necessary to insure the healthy growth of these important new shoulder trees. Already, the
appearance of this valuable Spartanburg highway, Interstate-85 Business, is better—and its
aesthetics and quality will only improve over the years.

Additional “Minor’ Treescaping and Beautification Activities

In addition to the many trees that the Club contributed to schools, parks and other public
institutions through the work of Harold Hatcher, there are a number of additional treescaping
activities of the Club. While they might properly be called “minor” they were—and are—
important to the community.'’

These include the following:

« Assistance to Mayor Sally Peake in treescaping US-29 south to Wellford.

« Work with Co Irwin and his Trees Spartanburg organization.

« Professional pruning of MGC trees on East Main and North Church streets.

« Planning and managing the Reidville Road (SC-295) treescape.

« Organizing the coalition to encourage Wal-Mart to properly plan and plant trees.

« Development of the Club’s Tree Planting Bi-Fold Brochure.

+ Landscaping of the Georgia Cleveland House (now 5t. Luke’s Free Medical
Clinic in the 1980s.

« Treescaping of the New Day Clubhouse near Asheville Highway in the 1990s.

+ Development of, and wide distribution of Lyn Murajda’s color brochure “Crape
Myrtles: Four Seasons of Beauty™ in 2004.

' These other treescape and beautification activites are described in some detail in Appendix 7.
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5 - TREESCAPING IN CITY AND COUNTY

While the Spartanburg Men's Garden Club’s strong emphasis on treescaping streets
and highways, beginning in 1976, may not have brought the national attention to
Spartanburg as did the Club’s magnificent garden developments during Mr. Ezell’s days of
the 1950s and 60s, they will be more permanent. Trees are essential not just for our
enjoyment and desire for beauty, but more importantly for our environment. Their
functions are well known to MGC members—they clean the air, produce oxygen. moderate
temperature, control erosion, provide habitat for wildlife—and they are beautiful. The trees
planted by today’s gardeners will remain long after the gardeners are gone and will provide
shade and beauty for future generations.
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Chapter 6

Creating Spartanburg's Treasure:
HATCHER GARDEN
AND THE
SPARTANBURG MEN’S GARDEN CLUB

Gardens, scholars say, are the first sign of commitment to a community.
When people plant corn they are saying,
“Let's stay here.” And by their connection to the land,

they are connected to one another.
- Anne Raver

shrubs and waterfalls, meandering streams and ponds, benches and picnic tables

along shady winding paths throughout the ten acre public botanical garden just
minutes from downtown Spartanburg. And there are many, many people for whom Hatcher
Garden and Woodland Preserve has become a connection to Spartanburg and to each other.

Located at 820 John B. White Boulevard, the old Reidville Road, Hatcher Garden, as it

is known by the locals, is an oasis in the middle of a mixed commercial and 1940°s -1950°s
residential neighborhood. It came into being as a result of the vision, persistence and penny
pinching of Harold Hatcher and his wife, Josephine. From the beginning, there has been a
strong connection between Hatcher Garden and Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. Joe
Mullinax, former Executive Director of Hatcher Garden and Woodland Preserve, credits the
SMGC with being an essential part of the development of the garden. “I always say that this
Garden would not be here without the involvement of the Men’s Garden Club,” Mullinax
says. “This Garden is for the community and built by the community. The SMGC
fingerprints are all over this place—{rom the nursery to the gazebo to the waterfall.”

There is no corn in Hatcher Garden, but the visitor will find many trees and flowers,
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6 - HATCHER GARDEN AND THE MGC

Alice Hatcher Henderson, Hatcher’s daughter, agreed with Mullinax’s sentiments.

“Dad considered the help he got from Jess Taylor and other Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club
members to be the happiest surprise that resulted from moving to Spartanburg for he had
labored on various smaller projects in Indiana by himself.”

Over the years the Garden has been heavily landscaped with thousands of trees, shrubs,
perennials and annual flowerbeds, and hardscaped with winding paths, rock-lined streams,
numerous ponds and several buildings. Many of these additions have been a result of Club
activity.

The development of the garden was begun shortly after 1969 when Mr. and Mrs.
Hatcher moved to Spartanburg and started enlarging their “back yard.” This was done
slowly as adjacent property became available. As more and more houses and lots were
acquired, Henry Pittman once jokingly accused Hatcher of, *You only want to own the
adjacent property.” The Garden now encompasses 10 acres along one of Spartanburg’s
busiest streets. Recent roadside enhancements attract Garden visitors with colorful
perennial beds and ornamental trees, eye-catching sculptures and an ever-changing marquee’
sign announcing the latest events at Hatcher
Garden. Visitors from every state in the
United States and forty foreign countries
have visited Hatcher Garden and have been
impressed with its beauty and tranquility.

Hatcher was no neophyte gardener
when he lived in Indiana. There, he was
not only an active personal gardener, but a
volunteer leader in community
beautification projects. Relocating to
Spartanburg in 1969 as the new director of
the federally funded anti-poverty agency,
“Piedmont Community Action,” the
Hatchers purchased the house and small lot
at 124 Briarwood Road on Spartanburg’s
westside. The primary appeal of the
property was the untamed woods in the
back. In his wonderful book about Hatcher’s life in Spartanburg, The Seasons of Harold
Hatcher, Mike Hembree describes what the land that 1s now Hatcher Garden and Woodland
Preserve was like when the Hatchers bought it.

Potential—but liitle else. The land, once home to cotton fields, was badly eroded. Big
gullies cut slashes across the property. The ravines had become dumpsites for
refrigeraiors, mattresses, tires and other refuse. It was not a pretty sight, but it
sparkled in Hatcher's mind's eye. He could see what it might become. . . . It was land
that had been robbed of its nutrients by cotton farming and cleared of its tDPsniI by
rushing rain waters. To Hatcher, though, it was magic waiting to happen.”

The Club is proud of its many contributions to
this community asset.

! Hembree, Mike. The Seasons of Harold Hatcher. Spartanburg, SC: HubCity Writing Project, 2000: 3-4.
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& - HATCHER GARDEN AND THE MGC

Parallel to this organizational evolution, in 1998 Club President George Gunter was a
one-man committee working diligently to control the problem of English Ivy attacking many
of the Garden’s trees. He had success. Other club members continued many types of

volunteer work in Harold's garden.

In 1999, the Club designed and financed construction of another hardscape asset, the

Hatcher family donates garden to Foundation
By A. J. Weichbrodt

A garden tucked away in a comer of west Spartanburg,

approximately 6 1/2acres of cultivated woodland in the Pa?k

Hills area, recently was donated fo the Spartan County

:gurd‘eimm fo be used for the public's enjoyment and science
ucation.

The property, with an assessed value of $103,450,
stretches from one part of Reidville Road to ‘the west side of~
Briarwood Road.
tho prperty mas doriiod by 1ho. Pkguid Hagher foridy

B was donal e r family in
Deognm has spent the past 1?£sars landscaping
and cultivating the property. Now, in his 80s, he wanted to
m?mu'e that somehow the property would continue to be

“When we got it, it was almost wasteland,” said Hatcher's
wife Josephine. “After 17 years of work fo siop erosion and
replantlarP. you can't just face the fact that after your death it
might all be destroyed by a bulldozer. We began to look
around for ways it might be preserved.”

- Continued

From the Herald-Journal in December, 1986

40- to 50-seat stone John
Nevison Amphitheater.
Designed by a Club member,
it was contracted for
construction by Charles Reid,
owner of “Sodfather
Landscaping,” who performed
a quality job.

Hatcher was
instrumental, along with
Taylor, Almond and
Soderberg, in converting the
plant sale program from “in
the ground™ growing to
“container growing” and
began moving the operation to
Hatcher Garden in an open
area in front of Hatcher’s
favorite tree, the large pecan
tree. (This tree later became
the logo for the garden). Club
members used that area for

plant sales, but Hatcher continued “in the ground”™ rooting and growing in the newly
purchased lot west of Hughes Lane. It was in this area that he grew the Natchez Crape
Myrtles that were used for the Club’s treescaping East Main Street in 1989.

The great cooperative spirit continued between the Club and the Garden. The MGC
potting area was moved from the pecan area to a much larger and more convenient area west
of Hughes Lane at the rear of the Sikes property in 2000 after the wooded section of that lot
was cleared. As chair of the plant program, Bob Sutherland enhanced the new container
garden during the following year by installing ground cloth and arranging the purchase and
installation of the MGC’s own small storage building at the site.

Hatcher received many accolades, awards and citations over the years and many of
them were either related to the work of the Club, or were initiated by the Club.
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6 - HATCHER GARDEN AND THE MGC

In 2000, the Club’s annual Spring Plant Sale— it had been very successful for many

years as a cooperative effort with the Spartanburg Realtors—was terminated and the Spring

Sale became a companion to the Club’s Fall
Plant Sale. In 2003, Hatcher Garden joined the
Club in holding joint sales using Hall’s
propagated annuals, perennials, grasses, etc.
This partnership was highly profitable for both
organizations: the Club specialized in trees and
shrubs, the Garden in annuals, perennials, vines
and grasses. These sales were the primary
source of funds for the Club’s many
community beautification projects, and for its
yearly monetary contributions to the Garden.
Again, cooperation between these two
organizations proved healthy for both!

In early 2002 Kelly Petoskey Reid
resigned to be with her young family. Later
that year, the board hired Joe Mullinax as
Executive Director and Hall continued as the
full-time Horticulturist. A part-time office
manager was also hired. Volunteers continued
to devote countless hours to the Garden’s
upkeep. Interns from Spartanburg Tech gained
horticulture experience working with Hall
during the spring and summer.

In 2009, another significant change in
garden management occurred. After the
resignation of Joe Mullinax, Robin Vollmer
became the new Executive Director with a high
level of energy and creativity. She had
returned to Spartanburg after an earlier career
in technical and sales management with
Hoechst in Spartanburg. Her last ten years have
been in nonprofit business management and
fundraising.

Money to support and improve the Garden
continues to be provided by individual and
business donations, local city and county
tourist grants, foundation grants, and annual
special events. For many years, the club made
an annual contribution of $3,000 or more to the
Garden’s general maintenance fund. In
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SPARTANBURG MGC MEMBER
RECEIVES HIGHEST SC AWARD
Spartanburg Herald-Journal
November 20, 2001

Harold Hatcher, 95 and a long time
member of the Spartanburg (SC) Men's
Garden Club, was given the Order of the
Palmetto Award at the club's annual
meeting on Movember 19. Presented by
former Congresswoman Liz Patterson on
behalf of the Governor of SC, it is the
highest state award given to a civilian.

After "retiring" at age 65 in the '70s, he
began work on restoring eight acres of
eroded, red clay land that was behind his
home in Spartanburg. The result is
Hatcher Garden and Woodland Preserve—
a site of beauty and serenity near
downtown. Mast of the planning and
physical work on the conversion which
includes six ponds, winding paths through
recovered hardwood forests, and a huge
perennial garden was done by Harold with
help from many MGC members and other
volunteers.

The MGC has also strongly supported
the effort financially. lts additions include
asphalt parking lot and garden paths, the
two utility buildings, the greenhouse, the
gazebo, and partial financing of the
observation deck. And it has recently
renovated and updated the area of the
garden which is used for the club's annual
plant sales.

In 1986, Harold and his wife,
Josephine, donated the garden to the
Spartanburg County Foundation to insure
its community use in perpetuity.

While it is now governed by a
volunteer board of trustees and is
managed by an employed executive
director and a professional horticulturist
and assistant...Harold continues to work in
the garden every day!







6 - HATCHER GARDEN AND THE MGC

2006. The program consisted of remarks from Myles Whitlock, Chair of Hatcher Garden
and Joe Mullinax, Executive Director. Additional speakers were Spartanburg Mayor Bill
Barnet, Clint Button, Bob Almond, Henry Pittman and Club President Everette Lineberger.
The bronze plaque, mounted on the commemorative stone, is inscribed as follows:

Harold Hatcher
1907 — 2003

Founder and developer of Hatcher Garden and Woodland Preserve,
Harold Hatcher was a man of vision who looked at a weed-filled, litter-strewn lot and saw a garden.
Working with his wife Josephine for 30 years, he used his
horticultural skills and his unlimited capacity for labor, along with his limited
funds, to turn his backyard into a haven for plants and people.
His example inspired the community of Spartanburg that now takes great pride
in maintaining and expanding the gift he gave us.

Memorial by his fellow members
Spartanburg Men's Garden Club

For many years, the MGC had a gentleman’s agreement with the Garden to share the
behind-the-scenes area of the garden to conduct plant propagation and sales activity. As part
of the cooperative arrangement between the two groups for many years, a member of the
MGC’s Board of Directors was elected to the Hatcher Garden Board of Trustees as a liaison
between the two organizations. The Club had long known that some day the valuable space
it was using at Hatcher Garden would be needed for expansion purposes. That occurred in
2010 and plans were developed to move the Club’s container nursery and propagation
facilities to space offered at Spartanburg Community College. SCC will also provide space
for monthly general membership meetings (now held at Morningside Baptist Church) and
board meetings (held in Hatcher’s office building). These moves are seen as a “win-win-
win"—the Garden gains space to expand, SCC acquires another horticulture-related
associate, and the Club has room to grow and expand its important plant sale activities. This
change marks the beginning of a new era for the Club but, surely, not the end of the nearly
38 years of co-beneficial association between it and Hatcher Garden. The relationship
between the Club and the Garden will continue to be important to both organizations.

An unhurried stroll through the Garden at any time of the year provides an opportunity
to appreciate what Harold Hatcher “HATH WROUGHT.,” along with some help from the
Men’s Garden Club.
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Chapter 7

Sharing the Beauty and Funding the
Programs:
PLANT PROPAGATION AND SALES

... even the smallest landscape can offer pride of ownership not only to its inhabitants
but to its neighbors.
The world delights in a garden.... Creating any garden - big or small —

is, in the end, all about joy.
- Julie Moir Messervy

‘ ﬁ ’ hile enhancing community beautification may have been one of the primary
objectives of the Spartanburg Men's Garden Club over the years, its life blood—
the financial basis for most of its programs—has been the propagation of plants
and their sale to the public. This has provided great experience and education for
our members, while making tremendous numbers and varieties of plants available to citizens
at bargain prices. The slogan of the program has very properly been. “Quality plants at
reasonable prices.”

While not plant sales, the exchange of plants for money to strengthen the Club treasury
was begun, probably. in the late 1950s when plant auctions became an annual event for the
Club. This activity continued into the “70s with George Drummond as the perennial
auctioneer. The first actual sale of plants apparently began in a small way in 1961.
Secretary and newsletter editor Charles Lea reported the following in his monthly
“Gardenettes” in June. The success of this project was encouraging and it may have been
the beginning of a large and important activity of the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club.

The Plant Committee (R. B. Hines was the new chairman along with Jack Lemmon,
Bad Amold, J. P. Carlton and M. P. Nantz) is to purchase various plants, shrubs, etc.,
to sell to the membership at cost, or for sale to the public, such as the tomato plant
sale the 26" and 27" of May. By the way, the Treasury was upped a little over $100
by that sale.
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T - PLANT PROPAGATION AND SALES

Not long after Harold Hatcher joined the Club in 1972, he began propagating
HUNDREDS OF trees and planting them in public areas of the community. As W. O. Ezell
had done earlier, Hatcher did this work in the name of the Spartanburg Men's Garden Club.
Hatcher had previously been famous for this type work in Indiana.

It isn’t clear how native white Dogwood. and Crape I"\-'lyrl]eI became favorites of Harold
and his Club colleagues—perhaps because many landscapers, including the popular
landscape architect Shirley Carter, promoted them as the two most valuable small growing
flowering trees for the Piedmont.

In the mid to late 70s Hatcher made contact with officials in the South Carolina
Forestry Department about help in growing Dogwood. and it was proposed that seedlings
would be grown and shared with the Men's Garden Club--if the Club would supply large
guantities of Dogwood seed. Club members collected and supplied seeds for a number of
years during the fall, seeds by the multiple buckets full, and indeed the forestry
propagationists at the Salem Nursery succeeded in growing thousands of seedling trees
which were given to the Club. This was an extremely valuable partnership in that the
nursery kept huge numbers of the seedlings for planting across the state—a win-win for
Spartanburg and the state!

According to Bob Reynolds, Milliken’s horticulturist, Jack Bracken, helped the Club
develop a special relationship with a popular nursery down mid-state near Laurens and
Clinton—Dayley’s Nursery. Dayley’s was a special source of the great watermelon red
Crape Myrtle named “Carolina Beauty” which became the Club’s favorite. So, Salem and
Dayley’s were the two sources of large quantities of quality low cost plants that allowed the
Club to launch its community tree sale project.

A strong working relationship always existed between the City and the Club, mostly
due to the beautification efforts led by W. O. Ezell. It was soon evident that the Club
needed a tree bank or nursery area as a “home base” for the project. Sometime in the late
1970s the Club began use of the city’s “Gas Bottoms™ property on North Pine Street, then
called James F. Byrnes Boulevard, near what is now the Vic Bailey automobile complex.
Reynolds remembers, “The soil was excellent but had a lot of residual building debris. I
recall a challenge between Harold on his old Gravley vs. John Nevison on his new tiller.”
The Parks Department was the Club’s partner in this endeavor. The small Dogwood
seedling trees, as well as a few young Pink Dogwood and other young trees and shrubs were
grown there for later digging and planting around the community by Club volunteers, with
Hatcher being the leader. Propagation of local Crape Myrtles was done there also.

The year 1979 was a milestone for the Club— in addition to continuing to supply free
trees to schools, city parks, etc., its community plant sales began that year. Orders were
taken by both volunteers and by Hatcher, plants dug by hand. packaged in plastic bags with
damp compost and sold, mostly for one dollar each. mostly native white Dogwood and
Carolina Beauty Crape Myrtles, three or four feet tall. That first year, Saturday sales were
conducted by Club members at local retail outlets such as Community Cash grocery stores
around the city. While that first year’s sale was quite successful, Hatcher was said to have
complained, “More trees were needed than were available.”

! Actually, it was the white blooming Natchez variety of Crape Myrtle that Harold Hatcher prized above
almost all others. It is highly mildew resistant, tough and hardy, and has beautiful red-orange exfoliating
bark and matures at 20-30 feet tall.
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7 - PLANT PROPAGATION AND SALES

The second year, the Club heeded his observation and was better prepared with both
home grown and Salem Nursery grown White Dogwood and Dayley Crape Myrtles, and
also with purchased grafted and more costly Pink Dogwood. That year the weather was
very un-cooperative and sales volume was disappointing. Many of the unsold plants had to
be heeled out and later planted for the year at the tree bank at Gas Bottoms and at the homes
of members.

Not discouraged. in 1981, the Club purchased a truck load of grafted Pink Dogwood
from a nursery in Tennessee for the sale to supplement the white ones and the Crape
Myrtles. What happened? Hatcher explained in the “Gardening & Beautification”
newsletter of March, 1981.

When prospective buyers got through filling their gasoline tanks and paying for their
week's groceries, they decided the grafted pink dogwoed, also at inflated prices, was a
“luxury” they could do without, af least for this week. Instead they went for non-grafted
white dogwoods and the red crape myrtles which were less than half the price of the
pink dogwoods. Se we sold out of the cheaper trees early in the sale. | presume we will
go to the Tree Bank with the one-third of the truckload that was left over.

He went on to say that a significant development that added greatly to the success of
this the third annual sale was the many advanced orders placed by neighborhood
organizations in Hillbrook, Oak Forest, and Wood Winds and in the town of Wellford.
Landscape Architect Shirley Carter had worked with the new Hillbrook Forest
Neighborhood Association, on Spartanburg’s east side, and developed a landscape theme
including lazy triangles of either Dogwood or Crape Myrtles (depending on the amount of
sunshine available) for both sides of front yards that had no major existing trees.
Neighborhood leaders staked proposed planting sites at many homes in advance, and took
many orders. On the May Saturday of the sale, John Nevison and his famous “little blue
truck” were nearly overworked in delivering trees. Southern Living magazine covered this
neighborhood activity and, in October 1981, ran a full page picture story on the 2,000 or so
trees which were sold into the neighborhood from Henry Pittman’s carport and Nevison’s
pick-up truck.”

Harold Hatcher reported. “These first three sales (vears) have added over 15,000
flowering trees to the area, for which we are proud.” Proud indeed, this was considered a
rather super accomplishment for a club of some 100 amateur men gardeners.

As it is today, the original purpose of the plant sale project was two-fold—to encourage
community and personal property beautification and to provide Club funds for other projects
(primarily those involving community beautification).

Before moving from Gas Bottoms in the fall of 1983 to the Fairforest Creek flood plain
area of the city near the Beacon, the last trees—Sycamores—were planted at the parking lot
where (S-1 is now located. Harold Hatcher’s “Gardening & Beautification™ newsletter
dated November 17, had this report.

TREE PROGRAM. Responses to our freelet offering are still coming in, with total
requested items now at about 850. These are from 25 towns, schools, neighborhood
groups and individuals. These requests will be filled first to those planning Arbor Day
plantings, then in order of receipt. Arthur Justice and Harold Frederickson lead in

1A page of this article is in Appendix 22.

91



7 - PLANT PROPAGATION AND SALES

response from neighborhood groups. There will be a succession of therapy op-
portunities for willing members to get these orders filled.

A major change in Tree Bank operation is in the mill. The Pine Street property is to
be sold by the city. The Bank will move to Fair Forest Park at the south end of
Highland Ave. The city wishes to continue their cooperation with the Club in this
Eu!eci. About 1/4 mile of stoned roadway has been laid to facilitate access for city

af dumping and tree culture. This 30+ acre park is the third largest in the city. Fair
Forest Greek, considerable woods and about 10 acres of open flood plain suggest
possible development of a city arbaretum in this park. A committes of club directors
was named to explore this possibility. (Haicher, Chairman; Bob Powell, Bob
Reynolds, D. P. Goodwin, Charles Frost and John Nevison.)

He reported in the newsletter of October, 1985, that this Fairforest Creek Nursery
project was proceeding and he gave this optimistic summary: *The 71 treelet species
available for plantings this “85/°86 dormant season have been listed in a September 30
memo forwarded to about 135 county schools, city & county offices. civic and
neighborhood associations, local radio-TV stations and local newspapers.” The newsletter
also reported that approximately 3,000 treelets were available and that, “There is a very
good supply of Crape Myrtles (2 to 8 ft.) this year: dwarf and regular white and red. and
regular pinks. Dave Kennemur has handled the distribution and publicity effort on this
year's tree list. The trees will be available from November 20, 1985, into March 1986." It is
interesting to note the very long period—some three months—during which the sale
continued.

The extremely valuable cooperative program with the South Carolina State Forestry
Nursery continued for a number of years and returned huge numbers of young Dogwood
seedling trees to the Club. In 1989, 4,500 of these small, one-year old Dogwood seedlings
from the Salem State Nursery were ready for planting in the Fairforest Tree Bank. along
with 5,000 Crape Myrtle cuttings for rooting, most of which were propagated by Hatcher.

Among the Club members active with Hatcher in the Fairforest Nursery were John
Nevison and Jess Taylor. Taylor wrote in a 1999 memoir, “John had a blue pick-up truck
that made several trips to the State Nursery at Sumter. S. C. We picked up dogwood and
Leyland Cypress seedlings for transplanting in the MGC Fairforest Creek Nursery. I recall
riding shot-gun on at least six occasions and listening to his tales of high adventure while he
was bird-dogging Englehart Company interests in Europe.” Taylor continued, “For many
years John worked as a member of the four man digging team supervised by Harold Hatcher
to scientifically dig up trees for the bare root tree sales program.”

Originally the soil at Fairforest was poor, but over the years Hatcher’s addition of leaf
compost improved it greatly. Water for this new nursery was an ongoing problem. It was in
1989 that Jess Taylor considered solving this problem by engineering a pumping system for
creek water. But city engineer Mike Garrent suggested that it would be much more efficient
to pipe city water to the nursery; he engineered and provided this along with much valuable
advice. This type of help and cooperation from Garrett and the city were common and
extremely valuable.

Also that year, 85 six-foot tall white Natchez Crape Myrtles were dug from Harold's
large rooting bed on the Sikes property in what is now the grass parking area in front of the
fenced nursery area at Hatcher Garden: these bare-root trees were planted by John Belue as
part of the Club’s 1989 “Beautiful East Main™ shoulder treescape project and they are an
essential part of the beauty of that street today.
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