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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

President’s CornerPresident’s Corner

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / S M G C D i r t D a u b e r s /

Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

Charles Covert
Darvin Helvy
Curtis Marshall
Joan Marshall
Linda McHam

One of the missions of our club is to educate the public. 
How can we accomplish this mission? A number of options 
are available to help the club attain this goal. 

We: 

1. Provide presentations at our regular monthly meetings

2. Assist customers with advice at our biannual plant sales

3.  Impart knowledge when working on community projects

4. Make presentations to organizations interested in 
gardening 

If you see an opportunity for the club to be involved in a 
project or a presentation opportunity, please let the board 
know. Spartanburg County will benefit from our knowledge 
and the community will reap the benefits of the gardening 
world. Let’s help make Spartanburg a hot bed of 
horticulture!

April 2024

Our April 15 meeting will be a 
gardening delight! Our own 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club 
member, Dan Shook, will be our 
speaker on “The Children’s Garden” 
located at the Hatcher Gardens and
Woodland Preserve. 

Dan owned a very successful landscape business for thirty 
years and later moved to Hatcher Gardens to become the 
Garden Manager. His children and grandchildren have been 
part of his inspiration for the playful garden, and it is his 
hope that it will be shared with children of all ages. Choose 
a day soon to walk through “The Children’s Garden” to 
admire the latest developments and enjoy being 
surrounded by the fantasy and whimsy that awaits you.
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Renew Now  
2024 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Shelia Middlebrooks. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

The Piedmont Carolina Iris Society iris show is 
on Thursday, April 25, from 1 - 5 PM at the St. 
Johns Lutheran Church on South Pine Street.

Dr. Parris has agreed to lead a plant tour of 
the SCC Campus
May 11 or a rain date of May 18 at 10AM. 
Club members will meet in front of the Health Science 
Building.

2024 Litter pickup schedule2024 Litter pickup schedule
June   8                      "     "         Jun 15
September 7              "     "       Sep 14
December  7           snow  "     Dec 14

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Presentations for 2024Presentations for 2024

May 20 Native Perennials Davis Sanders

June 17 Highlights of 2023 Plant             Dan Whitten
Survey of Glassy Mountain

July 15 A Guide to Wildflowers of SC    Dr. Douglas Rayner

August 19 Skin Care for Gardeners  Dr. Christopher Thompson 
Dermatologist

September, 16 Club Picnic

October 21 Birds Irvin Pitts

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Member MusingMember Musing
By Linda McHam

A close-up of the irrigation 
solenoid and piping arrangement 
for my sister's raised beds. 

The solenoid is not necessary but 
makes things easier for you if you 
choose to go that route.

This is the configuration for my vegetable garden. I 
installed these raised beds around 2005. I would not 
recommend making them this deep (approximately 
36 inches deep) now, unless you have health issues. 
Half that height is plenty of soil to grow most 
vegetables. Plus, the amount of money to purchase 
enough soil to fill these is not worth spending. Each 
year about two inches of mushroom compost is 
needed to top up the beds due to leeching.

It's April: time to prepare your vegetable garden! April 15 is the last frost date in our area. 
It should be safe to set out your tomatoes and other vegetables and/or seeds on or after 
this date. Whether you have a lot of space, or your space is very limited, here are some 
ideas for making the most of what you have. Assess how many beds (or containers) you 
want to work with. Check your water supply and see if it is convenient to make a 
connection for your beds. Draw a simple sketch and measure it so that you know how 
much lumber or containers you need. You will also need to know how much potting mix 
and compost you need. If you are starting a vegetable garden for the first time, don't make 
it too complicated. Using this modular method, you can make tweaks and improvements 
each year. The important thing is to just GET STARTED!

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Using a modular layout, 
you can create any kind 
of configuration that 
works for your setting. 
It is not necessary to 
use 8 or 10 ft boards. 
You can cut each board 
in half and make a 4 X 4 
container.

Detail of a modular 
method of making raised 

beds. These can be 
assembled easily and 

dismantled and moved 
when necessary.

Member MusingMember Musing
By Linda McHam

History of the club continues on the following pages.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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