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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org
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Linda McHam

Section 2 of the Club’s By-Laws states “The objectives of the 
Club are…” Item 2.4 states: “to promote community 
beautification through charitable, educational and scientific 
means”. Our club has had a great history of doing 
community beautification work. You can read about many 
instances of our work in the club history written by E. Henry 
Pittman in “And the Trees Remain”.

We have not executed many projects in recent years. 
However, this year we are working with St. Luke’s Free 
Medical Clinic. We have put some nice plants into their 
landscape in the Meditation area and are working to provide 
benches for the site. This week we will discuss a new project 
for the Spartanburg VFW. The project will include planting 
some under-story trees like dogwoods and red buds. Various 
shrubs will also be planted. The area in front of the VFW is 
large and we can do modest size projects over the years. It is 
great to be getting involved in community projects again. 
Please come out and help when you can.

June 2024

Linda Tiller McHam has been a member of 
SMGC since 1989. She was the first female 
President of the club in 2007 and 2008.

She comes by her love of gardening 
naturally from her parents and 
grandparents. Her mother’s parents 
owned Albemarle Greenhouses in 
Albemarle, NC, specializing in carnations. 

Her father’s parents founded Southern Agricultural 
Chemicals, based in Kingstree, SC with a satellite operation 
in Hendersonville, NC.
 
Linda has traveled the world photographing amazing 
gardens as well as taking small groups of avid gardeners to 
England, Scotland, France and the Netherlands. Join Linda 
as she gives us a walking tour of a magnificent Japanese 
garden in the heart of Fort Worth, Texas.

Linda Tiller McHamLinda Tiller McHam    SMGC Speaker  June 17, 2024
  “Japanese garden at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden”
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Renew Now  
2024 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Shelia Middlebrooks. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2024 Litter pickup schedule2024 Litter pickup schedule
September 7   "rain date"       Sep 14
December  7       “snow"          Dec 14

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Presentations for 2024Presentations for 2024
July 15 A Guide to Wildflowers of SC    Dr. Douglas Rayner

August 19 Skin Care for Gardeners  Dr. Christopher Thompson 
Dermatologist

September, 16 Club Picnic

October 21 Birds Irvin Pitts

Photos are from the 
Fort Worth Botanic 
Garden in Texas. 

Join us for a slide 
show on Monday, 
June 17th, featuring 
the Japanese garden.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
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Spaghetti squash are easy to grow. 
Just give them room to spread

Hydrangeas, yellow day lilies and Italian cypress 
look great in May.

Photography 
by Linda McHam

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Wofford College

Tomatoes are 
beginning to turn 

red. Tomato 
sandwiches 

coming soon!

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Member MusingMember Musing
By Beth Waddell REPOTTED

So, what is the purpose of repotting a plant? Perhaps
 it has grown so profusely that the roots are bound by
 the pottery sides. Possibly it is repotted to make several plants from the one that was 
enclosed to spread throughout your garden or share with friends. Maybe the soil needs to 
be replaced because there are no longer any nutrients or minerals to sustain the plant’s 
life. Possibly the plant was ailing or dead from neglect and needed to be separated from 
the other healthy plants.

So how can I repot myself into a more effective and efficient individual? Possibly, I should 
dig myself up and start anew with a soil test of my attitudes, strengths and desires. Old 
baggage and behaviors should be thrown out like the soil that has lost its nutrients. 
Innovative ideas should replace the old tried and true methods for life choices. Kindness 
and compassion could rain upon the newly repotted plant to be shared with the 
community. Roots could be free to grow into new directions and into new missions of 
service. Gone are the dead and ailing excuses or desires, and they should be replaced with 
new and inspiring dreams for a better world.

I shall smile each time I encounter the tea towel, and I will remember the purpose of a life 
repotted daily.

One of my favorite friends that I am blessed to know 
recently gave me a tea towel that reads, “I’M NOT 
OLD. I JUST NEED TO BE REPOTTED!” After a round of 
laughter and childlike giggles from the group, I am 
proud to announce that she is still one of my most 
favorite friends. After the lunch meeting, I resumed 
thinking about the possible wisdom from the towel. 
I looked up the words repotted and potted in the 
dictionary (and even thought of many definitions 
after that dictionary edition was printed), all ranging 
from nouns and adjectives to verbs.

History of the club continues 
on the following pages.

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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