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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

President’s CornerPresident’s Corner
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Charles Covert
Darvin Helvy
Curtis Marshall
Joan Marshall
Linda McHam

We are already getting ready for the Fall Plant Sale. The 
container garden looks great thanks to Mark Carlson and 
the support crew. The third shade structure has been very 
helpful. It protects sensitive plants from too much sun in 
the summer and high winds in the winter. A special thanks 
to Bob Reynolds for his assistance in acquiring the two large 
shade structures.
 
The propagation effort has been successful the past two 
years, which has helped build our plant inventory. The 
plants look great and we have many to choose from. We are 
set up to have an excellent fall plant sale. All we need now 
to have a successful plant sale is customers. We will have 
ads in the paper and post the sale information on our 
website and social media. I am asking all members to put on 
your sales hats and help bring in customers. Let’s make the 
Fall 2024 Plant Sale a Winner!

September 2024

2024 Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club Picnic2024 Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club Picnic
 

Please join us for the September 16th SMGC (Monday) meeting as 
we celebrate with food, fun and fellowship. Our annual picnic will 
be moved from the SCC Pavilion (due to renovations) to the 
Community Room in the Health Sciences Building. We will gather at 
6:00 PM. Once again, the club will provide the hamburgers, buns 
and all the fixings. Club members with last names starting with A-L 
are responsible for the desserts. Members with last names starting 
with M-Z are responsible for side dishes. Mark your calendars!

mailto:Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org
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Renew Now  
2024 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Shelia Middlebrooks. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

2024 Litter pickup schedule2024 Litter pickup schedule
December  7       “snow"          Dec 14

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Presentations for 2024Presentations for 2024
September 16 Club Picnic

October 21 Birds Irvin Pitts

November            Annual meeting and installation of officers 

https://facebook.com/groups/smgc1948

Candidate Slate for 2025Candidate Slate for 2025
Proposed Officers for the coming year
President:  Phil Abers
Vice President:  Beth Waddell
Secretary:  Denie Crowder
Treasurer:  Shelia Middlebrooks

Proposed Directors for the coming year
Returning for 2nd year of a 2 year term
Darvin Helvy
Charles Covert

New directors for a 2 year term
Will Hawkins
Charles Crescenzi
Ben Waddell
Mark Van Natta
Ed White
Roberta White
Curtis Marshall

Our Corporate Members are listed below.
Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Wofford College

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
https://dirtdaubers.org/Membership.html
https://facebook.com/groups/smgc1948
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Member MusingMember Musing
By Mark Carlson Spotted Lantern Fly

CLike most piercing sucking insects spotted lanternfly produces a sticky liquid, honeydew, that 
can collect on the ground or surrounding vegetation. This results in the growth of sooty mold, 
which can discolor and kill the plant, and attract other insects, negatively impacting the 
surrounding area, and interrupting crop harvests. In 2019, Pennsylvania State University 
estimated statewide costs of the spotted lanternfly to be $99.1 million in agricultural losses, and 
$236.3 million to the forestry industry, annually.

A few natural predators (parasitic wasps) have been identified in the lanternfly's native habitat 
in China, and a couple are being tested as potential control measures. Four species of fungal 
entomopathogens native to the United States have been identified to cause death in the spotted 
lanternfly. A number of insecticides are also effective at controlling the spotted lantern fly.
 
We may not yet have the spotted lantern fly in South Carolina. This insect is on the move. Please 
scout for this insect in your gardens when you are making your rounds. It is important to find it 
as early as possible in order to limit damage to our state’s agriculture and natural resources. If 
you think you have found a spotted lanternfly, please take a picture of it and contact your local 
Clemson Extension office 864-596-2993, or the Clemson Department of Plant Industry at 
864-646-2140.

In addition to death and taxes, gardeners need to worry about 
one more fact of life: when is the next invasive going to arrive? 
For South Carolina, the next to arrive will probably be the spotted 
lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula). It is a planthopper indigenous to 
parts of China and Vietnam. It was first found in the United States 
in 2014 in southeastern Pennsylvania. Its preferred host is the 
(invasive) tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima). Unfortunately, it 
infests crops including soybean, grapes, Malus spp., Prunus spp., 
Vaccinium spp., and also feeds on a wide range of plants including 
trees (black walnut, river birch, willow, sumac, oaks, black locust, 
tulip tree and maples) and herbaceous plants including some 
vegetables. Since 2014, the spotted lanternfly has spread rapidly 
through the eastern states. The closest sighting so far to South 
Carolina was in Lake Toxaway, NC in September of 2023. 

History of the club continues on the following pages.

SLF has one generation per year in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States where it is 
currently found. Eggs are deposited in masses of thirty to fifty and covered in grayish, 
inconspicuous waxy deposits. The eggs can be hard to spot on plant material, but can also be 
found on non-plant material, such as rocks, vehicles, and equipment, increasing the risk of 
increasing their distribution. Adults grow to about an inch long with wings and are most visible 
from August through September. 

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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