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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

President’s CornerPresident’s Corner

Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

    Will Hawkins
    Ben Waddell
    Mark van Natta
    Ed White
    Roberta White
    Darvin Helvy
    Charlie Covert
    Curtis Marshall

We are already starting the new year with the garden 
chores that will make our gardens beautiful this year. 
Although the preparation can be a drudgery for some 
people, it is the foundation for a garden bountiful in plants, 
flowers and produce. Gardening is good for your health, 
soul and mind. It also seems that gardeners are some of the 
nicest people on earth.

One of the very nice people was Charlie Crescenzi, who 
passed away in December. Charlie had been a club member 
since 2007 and was a significant contributor to our success. 
Charlie held the officer positions of VP (2012), President 
(2013-2014) and Secretary (2016-2017). He had a good 
sense of humor and a great disposition. Charlie is 
emblematic of the typical gardener who is happy at their 
work. Who would not be happy when working with their 
hands and creating so much beauty in the landscape? Let’s 
be thankful for our wonderful gardening hobby and spread 
the word so that others can have as much fun as we, and 
Charlie, have had.

January 2025

Dan Whitten  Dan Whitten  SMGC Speaker   January 21, 2024
“A Plant Survey of Glassy Mountain”

Our January program will feature Dan 
Whitten, a naturalist living in Spartanburg, 
as our guest speaker. Dan retired from 
Michelin, North America after thirty years, 
and now he has time to renew his love and 
fascination of nature. Dan serves on the 
boards of the SC Native Plant Society, 

Friends of Jocassee, The Tyger River Foundation and The 
Foothills Conservancy. His program will feature the highlights 
of his 2023 plant survey of Glassy Mountain. Come prepared 
to learn more about our beautiful earth!
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Renew Now  
2025 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Shelia Middlebrooks. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

https://facebook.com/groups/smgc1948

2025 Litter pickup schedule2025 Litter pickup schedule
March 8                  rain dates  Mar 15
June   14                      "     "        Jun 21
September 13             "     "       Sep 20
December  13              “     “      Dec 20

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Presentations for 2025Presentations for 2025

February 17 Deb Vararo - “The Importance of Bees”

March 17 The Happy Berry Farm - “Growing berries and pussy willows”

               Spring Plant Sale:  April 4 & 5 

April 21 Linda McHam - “The Chelsea Flower Show”

June 16 Nicole Goodman, Clemson Extension Agent

Nov. 17           Joyce Harrison - “Conservation/Litter/Microplastics”

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Wofford College

https://www.instagram.com/spartanburgmensgardenclub/
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Member MusingMember Musing
By Mary Ann Hipp Conifers

I first fell in love with the falsecypresses when a Southern Living Dream home 
was built and landscaped on the campus of Clemson University. A very large 
Hinoki falsecypress was the focal point of the garden and it was a beauty. I 
have since acquired several varieties and have never been disappointed in any 
of them. There are dwarf ones in my rock garden, small ones as foundation 
plantings, and medium sized ones in a conifer bed. Their foliage is scaly and 
grows in flat sprays. Their cones look like exploding soccer balls. They are a 
favorite of Bonsai enthusiasts and are good choices for containers. The new 
growth is often a different color which makes for a nice contrast. I also have a 
variety of arborvitaes including Clemson Select, a good screening plant, and 
De Groot’s Spire, a narrow tightly branched upright form. Prostrate plum yews 
make great foundation plants and can take more shade than most conifers.

One of my goals for my garden is to have something in bloom every time I walk 
outside. Since we live in the South, most of the time, that is a very achievable 
goal. In early January however, the blooms are few and far between. Sure, there 
are a couple of camellias that bravely open their buds, only to have them turn 
into brown mush overnight. And the forsythia has a few blossoms. But most of the 
blooming plants are taking a well-deserved rest. Fortunately, this is the time of 
year when the conifers get to be the stars.
 
Conifers are plants that reproduce via cones, and the vast majority of them are 
evergreen. Conifers come in a variety of sizes from ‘Blue Rug’ junipers that only 
reach 4-6” tall, to the Giant Sequoias, the largest trees in the world. They are 
available in a varied palette of forms, colors, and textures, and they provide year-
round color and interest.

History of the club continues on the following pages.

Although most of us are familiar with pines, spruces, and firs, they may not be the easiest plants to 
incorporate into your garden due to their size or growing condition requirements. Look instead to the 
arborvitaes, the yews, the cryptomerias, the junipers, and my all-time favorite, the chamaecyparis, also 
known as falsecypress.

If you are looking to add some winter interest to your garden, investigate the conifers. As with all plants, 
do your research. Conifers generally don’t like to be pruned, so try to make sure the plant you want will 
fit in the space you have. Visit Hatcher Garden to see mature plants in a garden setting. Many of our local 
garden centers have a nice selection of conifers that will grow well in our area. Conifer Kingdom is also a 
great online resource. 

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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