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Gardening & Beautification 
is the newsletter of the 
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club. 
It is published monthly except 
in December, and is available 
to the public free of charge. 
Sign up for the emailed 
newsletter by sending your 
request to:
Webmaster@DirtDaubers.org

President’s CornerPresident’s Corner

Phil Abers
 President@DirtDaubers.org

Mark Carlson
PlantSales@DirtDaubers.org

    Will Hawkins
    Ben Waddell
    Mark van Natta
    Ed White
    Roberta White
    Darvin Helvy
    Charlie Covert
    Curtis Marshall

Our club has been involved in community projects since 
1948. The South Pine Street cherry trees plantings were a 
big project for us in the past. We have worked on 
beautification of some of the major intersections in 
Spartanburg including I-26 at US 29. In recent years our 
projects have been of a smaller scale. Last year we planted 
trees at the VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars) and did 
landscaping for the St Luke’s Free Medical Clinic campus. 
Please see the certificate of appreciation we received from 
the VFW in this newsletter.

The changing demographics of our club and COVID have 
negatively impacted our project work. One of our goals this 
year is to do more projects. We are talking with PALS (Play-
Advocate-Live Well) about a tree planting event. We may 
also do more work at the VFW. If you have a project in 
mind, please bring it to the attention of one of our Board 
Members. Let’s stay involved with our community!

February 2025

Deb Vararo  Deb Vararo  SMGC Speaker   February 17, 2024

Are you searching for more information on the importance 
of pollinators? Deb Vararo, also known as "Miss Bee Haven", 
will delight us with “Getting to Know Beekeeping” at our 
February 17th meeting. She specializes in local honey and 
bee pollen, and she also creates a variety of natural products 
for dog care. Don’t miss this program as it will “bee” 
amazing.
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Renew Now  
2025 Membership 

Single $20  Family $28 Student $5 
Corporate $100 

 

 

Forms are located at 
DirtDaubers.org/Membership
and will be available at the next 
general meeting.

Bring check or cash & completed 
form to Shelia Middlebrooks. 

Post Office Box 1502 

Founded in 1948 as the “Dirt 
Daubers” the Spartanburg Men’s 
Garden Club welcomes men,  
women  and  corporate members 
with an interest in nature. 

As  well  as  sharing  gardening  
interests, the club has planted over 
5,000 trees in Spartanburg,  assists  
with  many    area   beautification 
projects, and conducts a twice-
yearly Tree & Shrub sale.     

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

https://facebook.com/groups/smgc1948

2025 Litter pickup schedule2025 Litter pickup schedule
March 8                  rain dates  Mar 15
June   14                      "     "        Jun 21
September 13             "     "       Sep 20
December  13              “     “      Dec 20

Our area for litter control is Pine St. from 
Palmetto St. to McCravey Dr.

We meet at 8 AM in parking area behind 
Chamber of Commerce (off Oakland Av.)

Presentations for 2025Presentations for 2025
February 17–Deb Vararo, Beekeeping

March 17- The Happy Berry

April 21- Linda McHam "The Chelsea Flower Show"

May 19- Christopher Thompson ,“Bugs and Crawly Things vs Skin Care”

June 16- Nicole Goodman, Urban Horticulture Agent

July 21- Hallman Farms and grafting 

August 18- Dan Whitten, “Highlights of 2023 Plant Survey of Glassy Mountain”

September 15- Picnic
 
November 17- Joyce Harrison, “Conservation, Litter and Microplastics”

Our Corporate Members are listed below.  Please support them.

Creekside Garden & Nursery
Hatcher Garden & Woodland Preserve
Piedmont Farm & Garden
Peggy Wilson, Realtor
Wofford College

https://www.instagram.com/spartanburgmensgardenclub/

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Camellia japonica 
'October Affair'

Camellia 
japonica 
'Leucantha'

Photography 
by Linda McHam

Camellia japonica 'Governor Mouton'

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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Member MusingMember Musing
By Linda McHam The Spectacle that is the Chelsea Flower Show & the gardens of England

What a pleasure and a thrill to be able to see the Chelsea Flower Show! As a garden tour designer and director in the past, I 
have had the opportunity to see the show about seven times. My husband, Gary, and I first attended the show in 1995. I 
had started teaching the Landscape Design section of the Master Gardener program here in Spartanburg and, through my 
research for the class, I learned that the really FABULOUS gardens were in England. So, I made up my mind to take a trip 
there to see as many of the best gardens I could.            

History of the club continues on the following pages.

In order to see the Chelsea Flower Show, it’s best to 
become a member of the RHS (Royal Horticultural 
Society) and purchase tickets in advance. The show 
is always held the third week in May. It runs for six 
days: Monday is for Royals only; Tuesday and 
Wednesday are for members of the RHS. Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday are for the public; sales of the 
items at the show start at 4:00 PM on Saturday. As I 
wanted to see the show on Members Days, I joined 
the RHS and ordered my tickets when they went on 
sale in November of 1994.

Gary and I planned a trip to England for 17 days, 
minus going over and coming back. This left me 15 
days to see the flower show and as many gardens as 
possible. I made a notebook of all our confirmations. 
Gary made the hotel reservations and I contacted 
the gardens. Keep in mind this was before email was 
ubiquitous, so snail mail and faxes were our means 
of correspondence. I had a large number of books on 
the gardens which gave open days, facilities and 

The Chelsea Flower Show is overpowering. It is in the middle of London, located on the Royal Hospital grounds on the Thames 
Embankment. It is also walking distance to the Chelsea Physic Garden, the oldest garden in London, established in 1673. You 
can purchase food to eat, gifts galore, use the rest area facilities, and sit and watch the parade of people go by. The crowds are 
limited on each day, but there are still a lot of people to see and meet. I have met several friends there unexpectedly. Try your 
best to rest up the day before, wear your most comfortable shoes, and do dress with a modicum of decorum. Brits look at 
Americans like we are poor relations, with good reason. Americans tend to be very rude and sloppy. So, go and enjoy. Do your 
best to be a good representative of the USA and sit and rest when necessary. I’ve never lasted more than four hours.

            PS Plan to attend our April monthly meeting. I’m going to show photos of the show. Come join me!

other information. Every day in the notebook had its own page which listed our check out (from the hotel); the four or five 
possible gardens we might be able to see near us; and the next overnight accommodations. At the end of the day, I wrote 
what we actually did, including the gardens, the meals and hotels, as well as interesting stops along the way. Local pubs are a 
great way to meet the locals and to sample the food.            

http://dirtdaubers.org/index.html
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